
RESOURCE GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

CHS GLOSSARY 
 

Auditorium: Central’s 
largest performance venue 
or main stage theater. This 
venue has been 
affec onately named 
Colleen Thom Theatre.  This 
space seats about 1,200 
people. The musical and 
some all-school assemblies 
happen in this space.  
 
Adjudica on: Term used for 
official judging of a show or 
performance. Central HS 
Theatre is generally 
adjudicated by Blue Star, 
RRT Theatre League, 
Fes vals, and other events.  

Theatre is a place to build a beau ful community based on trust, support, 
respect, friendship and vulnerability. I hope to create a lifelong love and 
passion of theater. 

Audi ons 
Fall Audi ons: Audi ons are open to anyone wan ng to tryout. Audi on 
packets will be available at least one week prior to audi ons outside room 
104B and on the Central HS Theatre website (centralhstheatre.com).  
· Nothing addi onal needs to be prepared for audi ons other than what 

is provided in the packet.  
· Students will be expected to dance, sing and read lines provided from 

the script. If a student is not interested in a lead role, they will not be 
expected to sing individually.  

· Audi ons are two days with the third day being reserved for callbacks. 
It is important the students plan to be present for both audi on days. 
The produc on team will cast to present the best show and to provide 
the best available opportunity to students.  

· Audi ons almost always run late, please plan rides accordingly please.  
· The Theatre Department will do a Fall Musical (November) and a Spring 

straight play (April).  

Callbacks 
· Callbacks are held for the produc on team to get another look at the 

students audi oning and the direct rela onship they have to the show 
being cast.  

· The callback list will be posted on the Central HS Theatre website 
(centralhstheatre.com) the Wednesday night a er audi ons.  

· The produc on team tries very hard to end the callbacks on me, but 
they also want to make sure they see everything they need to see. 
Callbacks might run late, so plan rides accordingly please.  

· Groups of students/individuals might be released early from callbacks, 
and this is common. If this occurs, it merely means the team has seen 
what they needed. This does not say anything about if a student 
received a role. 

· During callbacks there might be some addi onal readings and songs 
asked of them that were not in the original audi on packet. 

· IMPORTANT:  If a student does not receive a callback, it DOES NOT 
mean they are not in the show. ALSO…if a student is called back this 
also DOES NOT mean they are guaranteed a role.  



CHS GLOSSARY 
 

Blocking: Refers to the 
placement on stage where 
an actor/actress needs to 
be during a scene.   
 
Blue Star: An annual awards 
program held by Starlight 
Theatre recognizing high 
school musical theatre in 
the KC area.  
 
Break a Leg: A phrase that 
means “good luck.” It’s 
typically said to actors 
before they go on stage for 
a performance, par cularly 
on opening night. 
 
Call Time: The me that 
actors and technicians are 
expected to start rehearsal 
or preparing for a 
performance.  
 
Curtain: The me a show is 
expected to begin.  

Cas ng 
· As a produc on team our goal is to cast who we feel is best for our 

produc on or role regardless of age or other discriminatory 
factors.  

· Not making a show can be very disappoin ng and we welcome 
any student to come talk to us about possible ways to improve 
their audi on. A lot of thought goes into cas ng and not one 
decision is made lightly. It’s also a possibility that the student 
didn’t fit as the mul ple pieces came together.  

· We encourage students to explore the technical side of the 
produc on if they do not make the cast.  

“We must all do theatre, to find out who we are, and to discover who we could 

become.” ~Augusto Boal 
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Student Leadership 
The produc on team takes pride in offering many leadership 
opportuni es available for our students in each produc on.  
· Posi ons include:  

1. Student Stage Manager 
2. Student House Manager 
3. Student Ligh ng Technician Lead 
4. Student Sound Technician Lead 
5. Student Costumer Lead 
6. Student Set Construc on Lead 
7. Student Props Master/Mistress 
8. Student Marke ng Lead 

· Student Leadership Applica ons will be available at least one week 
prior to audi ons outside Room 104B and on the Central HS 
Theatre website (centralhstheatre.com). Anyone can apply for any 
posi on.  

· Students who take on leadership posi ons have a great 
opportunity to gain leadership experience. It is an excellent 
resume builder.  

· Student leaders in above posi ons (1-2) are expected to be at 
each rehearsal.  

· Student leaders in above posi ons (3-4) will be at rehearsals off 
and on and their me will increase the closer the show is to 
opening.  

· Student leaders in above posi ons (5-8)  are able to also be cast in 
on-stage roles in addi on. 
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Ghost Light: Before the 
en re theater is closed for 
the evening, all lights 
except for a single, exposed, 
bulb are le  on stage…
known as the ghost light. 
 
Green Room: The back-
stage / off-stage theatre 
area. Our supplies are kept 
here and both dressing 
rooms share this area. It 
gets its name from theatre 
tradi on. Many theaters 
and film studios s ll have a 
Green Room that is used for 
prep before a produc on.  
 
House: The name the 
theatre world gives to the 
area where the audience 
sits.  
 
ITS (Interna onal Thespian 
Society): A high school 
Theatre Honors program.  
 
Macbeth: Never say the 

tle of this Shakespeare 
play in the theater unless 
you’re performing it. It is 
believed to be cursed.  
 
Notes: The cri ques /
posi ve comments given by 
directors to their cast and 
crew. Directors prefer to 
give them face-to-face but 
will also send them out in 
the rehearsal report. Face- 
to-face notes might make 
rehearsals run a li le late.  
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Technical Theatre 
We are very excited to con nue to build our Technical Theatre 
department. Theatre isn’t all about being ON the stage! There’s plenty 
for everyone to be involved with behind the scenes.  

· Technical Theatre Leadership is provided by adults with expert 
guidance from our Community Resource Team. 

· Technical areas open for students to be involved in include: Set 
Construc on, Ligh ng, Sound, Props and Costuming. 

· If your student is wan ng to be involved in the technical side of 
theater, they need to pick up a Technician Applica on and 
Informa on Packet available outside of Room 104B the Monday 
a er audi on week and on the Central HS Theatre website 
(centralhstheatre.com).  

· As a reminder, involvement in technical theatre is also 
recommended for students who do not make the cast. This is a 
great opportunity to watch, learn, improve and stay involved.  

· Most tech students have rehearsal at the same, with a heavier 
me commitment closer to show opening.  

 

During the Produc on 
· Rehearsals will run Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

from 2:50-5:00 
· Cast members are expected to be at rehearsals. If something 

comes up, no fy the director. If mul ple absences occur for 
reasons in the student’s control, they risk losing their part. 

· It is an expecta on that all students are picked up within 15 
minutes of rehearsal being over.  

· If behavior measurements are taken from the administra on due 
to con nued bad decisions or academic eligibility is not 
maintained, you risk being dismissed from the show. You and the 
director will talk personally.  

· A er the very last show, every cast member is required to stay 
and strike the set.   

 

Tech Week 
· Tech week is the week leading up to Opening night.  
· Rehearsals this week will go later than 5:00. As a produc on team 

we reserve the right to change the mes depending on other 
events happening at the school or the current state of the 
produc on. Your student will be no fied of when finish me is 
expected. Please do not be surprised if rehearsals go later than 
stated. 

· This is a week for all technicians to polish and blend their technical 
elements with the cast. 
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Off-Book: The deadline by 
which the actors are 
supposed to have their lines 
memorized by and no 
longer carry the script on 
stage. 
 
Produc on Mee ng: 
Mee ngs with the 
leadership team of a show. 
Updates are provided to 
everyone on the progress of 
the show.  
 
Produc on Team: The team 
of Central directors 
involved in running the 
program and cas ng shows. 
See Who’s Who for the 
primary members of this 
team.  
 
RRT Theatre League: An 
annual awards program 
held by Robidoux Resident 
Theatre recognizing high 
school theatres in the 
Midland Empire. 
 
Sitzprobe: The first me the 
performers sit and run 
through the full score with 
the orchestra without 
moving through the scenes 
and without blocking. 
 
Strike: A er the final 
performance, the 
mandatory “clean-up me.” 
It is a professional tradi on 
that our department 
follows.  
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Show Week 
· Length: The length of our rehearsals will depend on the 

produc on. Rehearsals typically run late.  
· Late Rehearsal: Typically, Wednesday night of Tech Week will be a 

“Late Rehearsal” meaning that call me will be around 4:00. This 
will give students a li le break a er school. We will work various 
scenes, eat dinner together and then run the show beginning at 
7:00 to get them into the feel of actual show me. Please prepare 
for a late night. This night is one of the most produc ve rehearsals 
and gives the produc on team and students the opportunity to 
perfect scenes and transi ons.  

· Show Nights: On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the students are 
expected to be at school no later than 5:30. A er each 
performance, students and crew can greet family and friends in 
the main hallway and then get out of costumes and take care of 
any post show responsibili es.  

· Grades: Grades are a priority. Teachers at Central are normally 
very good about working with students, especially if the student is 
proac ve and communicates with the teacher PRIOR to any 
problems arising. Do not be afraid if a grade drops a bit during the 
final week(s) of the show. Grades of sports players would also 
drop if they compiled all games into a week me period. :) 

 

Strike 

This event takes place at a scheduled me a er the last performance 
and is when we clean up, take down the set, hang costumes, and put 
props away.  
· This is a REQUIREMENT for all students involved. Professional 

theaters have the same expecta ons. Everyone-cast, crew, 
produc on team-is expected to par cipate in strike.  

· Parents are encouraged and welcomed to help. The more help, 
the quicker everyone can complete strike.  

 
Cast and Crew Par es 
· These are NOT school sponsored. 
· There are student leaders who are reliable and typically 

coordinate the des na on.  The cast is represen ng the theatre 
program and the school and we want the opportunity to con nue 
these types of ac vi es. 

· These par es occur a er the Friday and Saturday night 
performances.  While parents are welcome to eat at the 
restaurant, students most o en coordinate with each other to 
provide rides.  (There is typically a group of parents who come and 
eat together while their students are celebra ng!) 

· Students are expected to p, generously.  We are a group of high 
school theatre kids coming to a restaurant late at night. 



“The theatre was my first training ground, it taught me discipline, dedica on and 
apprecia on of hard work.” ~ Ben Vereen 
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Thespian: A member of the 
Interna onal Thespian 
Society. The society gets its 
name from Thespis, the 
man who tradi on holds 
was the first actor.  
 
Wings: The area to the 
sides of the stage where all 
set pieces, props, and 
performers wait to enter 
onstage. 

Thespian Troupe #5224 
· Central HS Theatre is home to Interna onal Thespian Society 

Troupe #5224.  
· ITS is an honors program (similar to Na onal Honor Society) that 

recognizes student achievement in educa onal theatre.  
· The me a student works with the theatre program corresponds 

to a number of Thespian Points that can be received.  (1 Point = 10 
hours of work) 

· To be inducted into the Troupe (a great college resume builder), a 
student must be involved in at least two shows at Central High 
School and earned 10 Thespian Points.  

· All new Thespians are inducted at the end of the year during an 
awards ceremony (there is a one- me membership fee to join) 

· The Thespian Troupe also offers student leadership opportuni es.  
· In January those that can/want to (it costs) will a end the 

Thespian Conference held in either Kansas City or St. Louis.  
· The na onally recognized thespian levels  are described below:  

60 Points = Honor Thespian  
120 Points = Na onal Honor Thespian  
180 Points = Interna onal Honor Thespian  

Required / Recommended Purchases 
Central HS Theatre requires and/or recommends some purchases for 
students involved in theatrical produc ons.  
· Make-up kits: These make-up kits are specifically forma ed for 

use on stage.  If specific make-up is required, it will be provided as 
part of the produc on.  Addi onal informa on will be provided for 
these kits to be purchased at a nominal cost.  

· Costumes: Costumes for our shows are collected from three 
sources. The costume shop, rented, or brought in by the cast and 
crew. This may mean that students are required to buy parts of 
their costume and a base which typically includes bringing their 
own undergarments and simple items like a t-shirt or shorts.  

· Character Shoes: These shoes for actresses are built to take the 
stress of the stage and s ll look good with most costumes and are 
a great investment if planning to be involved in stage 
performances. 

· Technicians: Black non-skid leather closed-toed shoes and a pair 
of gloves are two important items. 



Who’s Who? 
The following Central HS Theatre produc on team members are also  
SJSD staff members at Central High School.  This team has over 75 
years of combined produc on experience! 

· Director—Annie Bramlage 

· Music Director—Kyle Minx 

· Orchestra Director—Lynnea Wooten 

 

“There’s theatre in life, obviously, and there’s life in theatre” ~ Charlie Kaufman 
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Communica on 
· Central HS Theatre will use E-mail, our website, Facebook, Remind, Twi er, and Instagram and printed 

material to communicate with those involved. Cancella on of rehearsals and other important news will be 
sent out via announced methods post-cas ng. 

· In the event of any issue or problem that arises, we prefer that the student provides the first communica on 
with the produc on team.  This assists with developing communica on skills that will be beneficial to the 
students a er high school.  

Central HS Theatre Website 
h p://centralhstheatre.com 

Central HS Theatre Twi er 
@chsthespians 

Central HS Theatre Facebook 
/centralhstheatre 

Central HS Theatre Remind App 
provided post-cas ng 

Central HS Theatre Instagram 
/centralhstheatre 

Welcome to our theatre tribe, our troupe, our family! 


